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Introduction 

This year we celebrate the bicentenary of St Brigid’s Church, Kill.  A plaque in the church 
reads: ‘built - 1821 by Rev Father Daniel Nolan, died 11 April 1829 aged 61 years’.  The 
building of a church was a significant achievement for the people of Kill in 1821 at a 
time of great poverty.  During the period between 1816 and 1819 in Ireland, there was 
a typhus fever epidemic with approximately 1.5 million cases from which almost 65,000 
people died.  What sacrifices, courage and faith must have led the people of Kill to build 
a beautiful church during those very difficult times. 

If the Church walls could speak, what stories they could tell. It could be about the 
hundreds of thousands of people who came through the church doors over the past 200 
years for baptisms, first communions, confirmations, weddings and funerals as well as 

other special moments on life’s journey, or perhaps simply to say a prayer.  If the walls could speak, what stories 
they could tell of parishioners’ lives in Kill during penal times and Catholic Emancipation, the Famine (Gorta Mór), 
the Flu Epidemic of 1918/1919 that claimed the lives of over 20,000 in Ireland, the War of Independence, the Civil 
War and two World Wars.  Many are the stories of hardship, struggles and survival in Kill and the surrounding 
areas. 

The 1960s brought an increased number of parishioners to live in Kill necessitating a decision to build a new 
church or extend the 1821 building.  The option for an extension prevailed, resulting in an increased seating 
capacity in addition to new resources for the local school and a community hall. 

To the people of Kill, St Brigid’s Church is more than just bricks and mortar; it is a sacred place where all 
parishioners, women and men, young and old, can come to connect with God, their 
neighbours and fellow Christians.  The church is a place of peace, quiet and stillness 
for prayer and reflection in good times and bad.  Today, as people struggle with the 
worldwide pandemic of Covid-19, the inhabitants of Kill can look at St Brigid’s Church as 
a sign of hope, as our ancestors did when they built it for us 200 years ago. 

I hope that this historical booklet about St Brigid’s Church, which was put together by 
Brian McCabe, Des Murtagh and Jean Roche, will be a souvenir that you will keep, value 
and pass on to another generation of Kill parishioners.

Buíochas le Dia,
Willie O’Byrne PP and Matt Kelly CC
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A History of St Brigid’s Church, Kill
The village of Kill has been synonymous with Christianity since the earliest times. In fact, the very name ‘Kill’ , 
which is found in many Irish place names, is taken from the old Irish word for church (‘an Chill’) which, in turn, 
had its roots in the Latin word ‘Cella’ denoting a religious cell or building.

The original location of the first Christian church in Kill was probably on the site now occupied by St John’s  
church  The original church would probably have been made of wood – indeed the name of our Diocese [Kildare] 
is taken from the Irish “Cill Dara” or Church of the Oak. 

The original dedication of the church was probably to St Brigid, one of the most important early Irish saints, and 
there was a holy well dedicated to the saint in the townland of Hartwell which was a place of pilgrimage up to 
the early 20th century.

Later, stone churches would have been built both in Kill and in the surrounding areas which, of course, would 
have been within walking distance for the local population. We know that there were also little parish churches 
in the Middle Ages in Haynestown, Forenaughts, Johnstown, Kerdiffstown, Oughterard (with its round tower), 
Lyons, Clonaghlis, Castledillon, and Whitechurch.  Some pieces of the old medieval church at Kill (window jambs, 
tracery etc.) can still be seen in the graveyard surrounding St John’s. 

After the Norman invasion, the dedication of the church at Kill was probably changed and we have a written 
record, in 1202, of the confirmation of a grant of the church (of St Brigid and St Mary) in Kill to St Thomas’ Abbey 
in Dublin, then one of the most important monasteries, under royal patronage, in the city.

This remained the case throughout the 
Middle Ages until the change in religion 
in England enforced by Henry VIII (and 
extended to Ireland in the 1540s) and 
the subsequent dissolution of the great 
monasteries. After that, the church in Kill 
was probably used for the new ‘Reformed’ 
or ‘Protestant’ services, and Catholic 
worship was removed elsewhere.
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However, even a century later, at the time of the Cromwellian wars, some prominent people still seem to have 
been ambiguous as to their religious beliefs. For example, the biggest land owner in the area, George Aylmer 
of Hartwell castle, was reported to have been “returned a Protestant by the Jury, but known to have continued 
with the rebels in the first year of the Rebellion [1641] and to have gone to the Mass with them; he died a Papist 
and bred his children all Papists.”  According to that return, the ‘great tithes’ of Kill parish were said to have been 
possessed in 1640 by Stephen Duffe of Dublin and to be worth forty pounds per annum; the ‘small tithes’ of the 
parish were possessed by Nicholas Stafford, the then vicar, and worth twenty pounds per annum.

A list of all the sites of the ancient parish churches and chapels in the Diocese of Kildare was drawn up, in 
Latin, by Dr Roche Mac Geoghan, Catholic Bishop of Kildare 1629-1644. He lists the churches of Kill as:

� Ecclesia de Fornoghts [Forenaughts]

� “Sancti  Joannis Baptistae, Villae S. Joanis   [Johnstown]

�	 “	Laurentii	de	Ballakerdiss		 [Kerdiffstown]

� “ de Sheir-logs-town [Sherlockstown]

� “ de Balliboudon [Bodenstown]

� “ Templi Albi [Whitechurch]

� “ de Killy [Kill]

� “ Sancti  Mariae de Lyons [Lyons]

� Capella  de Higginstown [Haynestown]

� “ de Ladycastle [Ladycastle]

� “ de Bishopscourt [Bishopscourt]

� “ de Ballevartine  [Castledillon?]
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After the Williamite Wars in the 1680/90s, persecution of the Catholic faith intensified and a series of ‘Penal’ 
laws were enacted by the new authorities. A list was drawn up of all known Catholic priests and religious in the 
country and this included a Fr Dominick Dempsey as Parish priest of Kill, and a Fr Patrick Duffy as his assistant.  
Fr Dempsey is recorded as living at Lyons, and as officiating at Rathmore by his assistant. Fr Duffy is recording 
as living ‘in no settled place’, and this reflects an era when Catholic worship continued in a hidden and unofficial 
way throughout the countryside. 

St Brigid’s Church  circa 1921



ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH, Kill6

From this time on, records of Catholic clergy are very fragmentary but we know that, in a return of 1704, Gilbert 
Cullen, living in Lyons, is named as the parish priest of Lyons, Oughterard, Whitechurch, Kill, Bodenstown, 
Johnstown, Forenaughts, Tipper and Sherlockstown. At this time, Catholic priests were obliged to provide 
‘sureties’ acceptable to the authorities, and Fr Cullen’s sureties were listed as Edmond Cullen of Bishopscourt, 
farmer, and Morgan Galvan of Alasty, farmer.

In a return of 1731 to the authorities, made by the Protestant Vicar of Kill, he estimates the Protestant population 
of the parish as 80 and Catholics at over 800. He records that a Catholic ‘Mass house’ had been erected at Lyons 
before the reign of King George the First (1714) and that another had been erected at Painstown in 1724. He lists 
the ‘Popish’ parish priest as John Doyle who officiated in both chapels.  He also lists four other priests who were 
in the parish that year -  Bathe, “a reputed Jesuit”, Mc Donough, Hegan, and Ellis “who lead a rambling life and 
marry Protestant and Papists”. 

Extract from the 1970 Survey Report showing the staircase leading up to the old gallery
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By 1800, in response to a government enquiry, the Parish Priest of Kill (Fr John Andoe) Is described as “a poor 
lame old man, turned of 90 years (who) gives one half of the £75, the income of his parish, to his curate and 
would certainly need a second assistant, were there means to support him, having three chapels to be served 
every Sunday”. These three chapels are said to have been at Pluckstown (near Lyons), Hartwell and Sallins. Local 
tradition holds that the precursor to the present Catholic church in Kill was situated in Hartwell, just off the 
Hartwell Road, and indeed, a church building does appear here on the Noble & Keenan 1745 map of the county. 
Fr Andoe is said to have lived at Blackchurch, where the ruins of his house were to be seen up to the 1870s. He 
is buried, along with at least one other parish priest [Fr Doyle], in the graveyard at St Johns.

And so we come to the building of the present St Brigid’s church. Unfortunately no parish records seem to have 
survived about the building, but it must have been built with the acquiescence - if not approval - of the local 
landlord (probably the Earl of Mayo), given that it was built before the legislation allowing Catholic Emancipation, 
which was not passed until 1829. There is a reference to a painting of the Virgin being presented to the new 
church by the Earl of Clonmel, who lived in Bishopscourt House, but, if so, there is no trace of it now. 

The church was built during the pastorate of Fr Daniel No(w)lan - a forceful, if somewhat unorthodox, pastor. 
It would have been built by direct labour, probably under the supervision of Fr Nolan himself, and paid for by 
subscriptions from parishioners – a significant achievement given their straitened circumstances at the time.  
The building of the new church at Kill shifted the heart of the parish from Lyons to Kill and, thereafter, the Parish 
Priest would probably have lived in, or around, Kill village.

Just a year after the building of the church, in 1822, the congregation would have heard a pastoral composed 
by the famous Catholic Bishop of Kildare & Leighlin, James Warren Doyle [JKL]  condemning the Whiteboys 
organisation, which was read from the altars in the parish of Kill and Lyons in response to their activities in the 
district. The Whiteboys were a secret society set up in rural Ireland at this time to redress local land grievances. 

In 1825, parish returns to the Bishop show that Daniel Nolan had been succeeded as Parish Priest by his brother 
Tom. In 1827, a return from Tom Nolan reported that there were 2,691 Catholics and 192 Protestants in the 
parish at that time. An 1833 Diocesan report recorded that there were then three chalices and six suits of 
vestments between the Kill and Ardclough churches, and that there were 200 monthly communicants and 70 
members of confraternities in the parish. 
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A Government enquiry into ‘The Condition of the Poorer Classes in Ireland’ in 1836 records some very illuminating 
information in relation to living conditions in this area at the time. One of the witnesses who testified to the 
enquiry was Fr Thomas Nolan, who is described as Parish Priest of Kill, Lyons, Bodenstown and Furnace. He 
estimated that, by the census of 1826, the Catholic population was 2,691 and Protestants were 192, and that 
since then, the total population had probably increased to about 3000 - of which he believed there were about 
500 labourers and servants, about one half of whom were in constant employment.  He testified that “a labourer 
in constant employment at one shilling per day would, from ‘wet and broken days’, only earn about £12 or £13 per 
year; A labourer not in constant employment would be doing well to earn £8 or £9 per year. In regard to the latter he 
wrote “of his other advantages I know nothing; of his disadvantages, I know a great deal”.

As regards food and clothing, he responded 
“Such as are fed by the farmers, have stirabout 
for breakfast; potatoes, bread, butter and milk; 
for dinner, meat perhaps three times in the 
week; for supper, potatoes and milk. Such as 
feed themselves, and have a family to support, 
rarely eat anything but potatoes, with milk when 
it is cheap, a salt herring, and often nothing but 
potatoes and a little salt, and those dressed 
perhaps a mile or two from where they are at 
work, and scarcely ever more than two scanty 
meals of these in the day. Of this last description 
of labourers nothing can be more wretched than 
their clothing, piece upon piece until the original 
garment is scarcely discernible.” 

In times of real shortage, he reported that 
“Those of strict principle get some credit from 
the hucksters with which they deal; others, of 
bad principle, can get no credit, and must steal 
potatoes, and are often found in the months of 
June and July trying to support nature on the 
wild turnip or rape that grow as weeds in the 
fields. It is impossible to understand how they 
support life” 

Publication: Nation 1842 - 1897; July 13, 1844  
- The Priests of Kildare
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In 1840, Fr John  Murray, previously a curate in Ballinakill and Suncroft, was appointed Parish Priest of Kill and 
Lyons.  The later 1840s were, of course, the years of the Great Famine and the population of Kill, like other parts 
of the country, would have been hit hard by disease, death and emigration. A measure of how the area was 
affected can be seen in the dramatic fall in the population of the parish (from 915 to 789), as reflected in the 
census figures between 1841 and 1851.

In 1849, Fr James Hayden was appointed Parish Priest, and we find his name, along with that of his curate, Fr 
Denis Fury, in the Leinster Express of 7th May 1859, signed to an “Important Declaration of the Catholic Clergy of 
the County in favour of the Liberal Candidate” in the election of that year. Fr Hayden was succeeded, in 1865, by 
Fr Charles Bannon, who became the first parish priest to have previously served as a curate in Kill. 

Kill Catholic Church Improvement Fund - 9 March 1887
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We find a reference to the church itself in the 1860s in the memoirs of the famous Fenian, John Devoy, who was 
actually born in Kill.  Devoy, in his book, mentions another Fenian organiser who used to walk from Maryborough 
[Portlaoise] to Naas on Saturdays, and they would both then walk into Dublin on Sundays.  

“As we passed the church in Kill, I used to say to him ‘Well, as we’re passing the church, we might as well go to 
Mass’. Carroll would answer ‘All right’ and we’d go to a seat in the gallery belonging to cousins of mine, where 
he would take a little Catholic prayer book from his breast pocket and read the prayers for the Mass. All Fenians 
carried that little prayer book for swearing- in purposes…”   

Fr. O’Rourke C.C. in front of the old school c.1910-20. This Fr. O’Rourke is associated with a famous documented exorcism case which 
occured in Naas Hospital many years ago.

Church and State meet in Kill!  
c. 1932  

- Fr. Byrne PP and W.T. Cosgrove walking along the 
avenue in front of the Parochial House.



Celebrating 200 Years 11

Devoy records elsewhere that he knew [Matt] Carroll more than twenty five years before he learned that he was 
a Protestant! 

In the 1880s the big issue in Ireland was the struggle for tenants’ rights and the push for tenant purchase of their 
own land. In Kill, the then PP, Fr George Gowing  was clearly part of that campaign as we find, in January 1881 
a prosecution issued against the Kill, Ardclough & Rathmore branch of the Land League, on the instigation of 
Dermot Bourke, Earl of Mayo who lived at Palmerstown House.  The writ specifically named Fr Gowing, his curate 
Fr Joseph McCrea, as well as Thomas Fitzpatrick of Johnstown, Laurence Malone of Broguestown, Patrick Victory 
of Painestown, Daniel Kearney of Boherphilip, Mattew Dunne of Rathmore, Joseph O’Neill of Bodenstown and 
John Barry of Blackchurch.

In the early 1900s, the growing infirmity of Fr Gowing led to the parish being run by a series of administrators. 
The last of these, Fr John Donovan, then succeeded as Parish Priest when Fr Gowing died in 1919. 

In 1916 the Kill curate, Fr Michael O’Brien, who was sympathetic to the cause of Irish independence, had travelled 
to Dublin to find out what was happening and to observe the Rising there at first hand. There was much activity 
in and around Kill by the Irish Volunteers during the War of Independence and in May 1921 the church would 
have received the remains of Volunteer Sean O’Sullivan who had died as a result of injuries sustained from a 
beating when he had been arrested earlier in Naas. His coffin rested overnight in the church before being buried 
in St Corban’s cemetery the following day. 

“Extract from ‘Bodenstown Revisited” by CJ Woods”
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On a lighter note, a former native of the parish, Bill Bergin RIP, recalls services in the church later in the 
1920s: 

“The first priest I served Mass for was Fr Donovan, who was an invalid. He said Mass at a little side altar erected 
where the statue of the Virgin Mary now stands. Serving Mass was much more involved in those days with the 
old Tridentine Rite. The Mass was then said in Latin and everything had to be perfect. I suppose my most lasting 
memory of being an altar server is the sweet smell of incense at Benediction… in 1929 the altar boys in Kill had 
the privilege of attending Mass in the Phoenix Park for the Centenary Celebration of Catholic Emancipation. 
It was Fr Griffin, who was then curate in Kill, who brought us. Afterwards he treated us to our first film, in 
the Grafton cinema. The film was ‘Ben Hur’ – it was in black and white, and silent…. 1932 was the year of the 
Eucharistic Congress. Kill village was decorated with bunting and flags. I had the privilege of serving Mass in 
Furness House for a week, for an Italian Cardinal whose name I now forget”.

Things continued largely unchanged during the 1940s and 1950s and we get a good view of this period from 
another former parishioner, Tony Carr, RIP.  In his memoir about growing up in Kill [‘Some Time to Kill’] he 
devotes a chapter to describing the old church: 

“The stone used in the building came from Kill Hill and is a green limestone. It is softish and quite porous, but 
was probably easy enough to work. Unfortunately it has the property of weeping. The walls were constantly 
wet. This gave the old chapel a peculiar musty smell. It could be said that this homely familiar odour was the 
product of a hundred and fifty years of incense, prayers, seating, brass polish, tears, anguish, candle smoke, 
candle grease and decades of everything else concerned with continuing worship.”

“Church ceremonies were mostly conducted in Latin. This was the language of the Catholic religion. As it was 
a dead language, each word meant exactly what was intended. Sometimes words in different eras can mean 
different things, but not so with Latin. It remains immutable. This made sense - except that the laity did not 
understand this language, and so people recited their rosaries whilst Mass was being said at the altar. All 
around the chapel the clicking and rustling of rosary beads, along with barely audible whispers, were heard.”

He also recalls the priests of that time:

“The first priest I recall was Fr Campion. Actually I can only remember his funeral, which was attended by the 
then Taoiseach, Eamon De Valera. Fr Campion, as a youth, had been a dispatch rider for the rebels in Dublin 
during the uprising in 1916. He had remained friendly with “Dev”. Fr Synnott, who was a semi-invalid, was the 
next parish priest. He only lasted a short time and was succeeded by Rev William Matthews, who is remembered 
with much fondness”. He recalls a funny incident during Fr Matthews’ term: Once, while serving the Stations, 
Fr Matthews became slightly confused as to which station we were at. I was holding the large cross. Two other 
altar boys, on either side, held candles. My mind had wandered and I was thinking about the actual date of the 
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month. Fr Matthews gave a little cough which drew my attention. ‘Is it the tenth?’ he asked. ‘No father’ I blurted 
‘it’s the eighteenth’. He looked at me peculiarly, and continued with the prayers. Back in the vestry, I explained 
how I had mistaken his question. ‘Do you not think Our Lord had enough suffering without giving him extra 
stations!” he asked.

He also describes how people seated themselves in the church at the time:

In the chapel, people always used the same seats. Basically, the men were on the right, and the women were 
on the left. You went to your own place where you were comfortable. I always went to the right. My mother 
was a little more forward to the left. Mrs Bermingham was at the very front and was invariably last to receive 
Communion. The Cocomans, Behans, O’Loughlins, May, Phyllis & Lil Mc Cormack, Mary Mangan, the Whytes 
and Grahams all filed into their usual seats each Sunday. Delia Brady had a full seat for herself and family 
on the left. In the gallery, Nellie Colgan always kept an outside seat. The space just inside her, she guarded 
zealously until Kieran O’Malley, who played for the county, arrived. Then she’d promptly sit over and allow him 
the space just vacated. Throughout the chapel such little vignettes were constantly being enacted.”
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Leinster Leader 1881-1929, 28.03.1903, page 8

Obituary Fr Edward Campion PP, 1943 to 1953 Leinster Leader, 28 March & 31 January 1903

Leinster Leader 1881-1929, 31.01.1903, page 8
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Wedding of Peter (Peeny) Foley & Patsy Kavanagh 20 July 1966, 
the celebrant was Fr William Matthews. 

Peeny (RIP) was the Sacristan in the Church for many years

A double wedding of two sisters on 14 October 1958 of Brigid O’Loughlin and Matt Farrell as well as Lily O’Loughlin and Dick Slevin.
(Note the old altar and layout of the sanctuary and altar rails. This was prior to the Vatican II changes and the restructuring of the church in the 1970’s)
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St Brigid’s Church in the 1970s
By the 1970s, the fabric of the church was beginning to show signs of wear and tear, and a survey carried out that 
year for the Parish Council, found that the church was structurally sound but, because of lack of maintenance 
over a considerable period, a number of defects had developed which were in need of attention. The report, 
drawn up by Owen Wynne, concluded that if the remedial measures listed were carried out, the church could 
continue to serve future generations. It found that the building of a new church as a replacement could not be 
justified on economic grounds. It recommended that, should extra capacity be required, consideration should 
be given to the contemporary ideas in relation to church building and design expressed by Fr Paul Ryan O.P. In 
line with those ideas, the report suggested building an extension to the existing church as a hall or community 
centre which would serve a dual purpose i.e. cater for overflow masses and serve other community activities.
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This is exactly what was done and, under the pastorate of Fr John Mc Donald, the remedial work concerned was 
carried out, the old gallery removed, and a large new extension was constructed at right angles to the existing 
church building. In the years since, this extension has been used constantly both to cater for the rapidly growing 
population of Kill parish and, as intended, it 
has become very much a centre of community 
activities. Over the past 40 years it has become 
the venue for the production of Passion Plays, 
musicals, theatre plays and, of course, the ever 
popular annual pantomimes. In recent years it 
has also hosted an annual ecumenical Christmas 
Carol service in conjunction with our friends in 
St John’s. Truly it can be said that the church of 
St Brigid continues to be at the very heart of our 
community here in Kill. 

A view towards the stage,  (the seats are reversible 
to face that direction when needed)

A view towards the Altar with the dividing partition open
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St Brigid’s Church 2020 / 2021 

How	better	 to	finish	 this	 little	history	of	our	 church	 than	with	another	quote	 from	Tony	Carr,	RIP	when	
describing the changed ambience after the church renovations:

“In recent years a marvellous job has been done on expanding and renovating the old chapel. It is a much 
brighter, airier place than of yore. Call there, sit down, relax and make yourself comfortable. Close your eyes 
and let your mind drift. After a while, you can imagine you hear the old tree that stood outside, its branches 
shaking in the breeze. You will hear muffled sounds of talk and laughter, quickly stilled, coming from the porch. 
You may hear the clink of a thurible coming from the vestry and, if you are lucky, detect a faint whiff of incense. 
In your mind’s eye you will see the bald pates of men and the red coats of women, and you will hear the rustling 
of rosary beads and the whispering from thousands of prayers being said down through the decades. May the 
Lord have mercy on them all”

The Sanctuary St Brigid’s Church 2021
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The foregoing short history of St Brigid’s was compiled just as the momentous events of  March 2020 unfolded, 
when the Covid-19 Virus reached Ireland and quickly led to a rapid shut down of virtually all commercial and 
social activity in the country.

Ironically, as it neared its bi-centennial year, St Brigid’s was forced (like all other churches across the country) to 
close its doors to its parishioners for the very first time. This was in line with the wide ranging restrictions ordered 
by Government to meet the threat of the pandemic, and was carried out on the instructions of the Bishop of 
Kildare & Leighlin, Denis Nulty.

Golden Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood  
- Fr Willie O’Byrne, (June 2020)

Left to right: Fr Thomas O’Byrne (nephew), Bishop Denis Nulty, Fr Ger O’Byrne (brother), Fr Willie O’Byrne PP and Fr Matt Kelly
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After a week or so, the main door of the church was re-opened to allow parishioners access to the rear portion 
of the church to say personal prayers and to light candles; access was confined to a maximum of four people 
at a time. For the following few months, Mass was celebrated in the church by Fr Willie O’Byrne without any 
congregation being present but with parishioners tuning in via a radio link. A webcam was installed in the 
Church in time for the celebration of the Golden Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood of Fr Willie O’Byrne PP 
in June 2020. Since then services are relayed live to parishioners on webcam, via a link on the parish website. An 
interesting phenomenon, during the period when the church was closed, was that the grotto outside, which had 
been constructed at the behest of some dedicated parishioners in 1986, became a temporary focus for visitation 
and personal prayer during the week.

The church re-opened for services, on a limited basis and in line with Government guidelines on hygiene and 
social distancing, on Monday 29th June, and Fr Willie (and Fr Matt Kelly) resumed celebrating public Masses. 

However, the drama was not yet over and, on 7th August 2020, following a further rise in infection numbers, 
restrictions were introduced again in Counties Kildare, Laois and Offaly. The restrictions in Laois and Offaly were 
lifted on 21st August but those in relation to Kildare were not removed until 31st August.

However, this was to be a short-lived reprieve 
and, in response to further increases in 
infection rates, the Government decided, 
at the beginning of October, that the entire 
country should be moved to ‘Level 3’ of 
the new five level system which had been 
introduced in an effort to combat the virus.  
This meant that, once again, Sunday services 
could not be attended by parishioners. In 
fact, the entire country was subsequently 
moved to ‘Level 5’ restrictions for a six week 
period from 22nd October.

Churches re-opened again on 1st December and ‘normal’ services 
(albeit limited to a maximum of fifty people at any one time) resumed. 
As a result of these ongoing restrictions, we had the strange and 
unique experience of ‘tickets’ being issued to just fifty of those 
wishing to attend Mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  Truly, 
a surreal end to a bizarre year!

 Christmas Day Mass Ticket St Brigid’s Church, Kill Friday 25th December 11am Mass Admit One Person 
 

Christmas Day Mass Ticket St Brigid’s Church, Kill Friday 25th December 11am Mass Admit One Person 

 

Christmas Day Mass Ticket St Brigid’s Church, Kill Friday 25th December 11am Mass Admit One Person 

 

Christmas Day Mass Ticket St Brigid’s Church, Kill Friday 25th December 11am Mass Admit One Person 
 

Christmas Day Mass Ticket St Brigid’s Church, Kill Friday 25th December 11am Mass Admit One Person 

 

Christmas Day Mass Ticket St Brigid’s Church, Kill Friday 25th December 11am Mass Admit One Person 

Tickets required to attend 
Christmas Masses
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Parish Priests of Kill & Lyons from 1704
� 1705  Gilbert Cullen

� 1731  John Doyle

� 1740  John Andoe

� 1804  Daniel Nolan

� 1823   Tom Nowlan

� 1827  William Keenan

� 1840   John Murphy

� 1842   Martin Nolan

� 1849   James Hayden

� 1865   Charles Bannen

� 1877   George Gowing

� 1901   Henry Dunne     
   [Administrator]

� 1903   Damiel O’Rourke [Do]

� 1907   Edward Kinsella [Do]

� 1911   John Donovan [Do]

� 1919   John Donovan  
   [Parish Priest]

� 1929   Patrick Campion

� 1930   James O’Brien

� 1943   Edmund Campion

� 1953   Thomas Hughes

� 1955   Gerard Synnott

� 1957   William Matthews

� 1968   John MacDonald

� 1975   Paul Maher

� 1997   Willie O’Byrne

Altar Bell dating from 1904.  Presented to 
Kill Church by a Parishioner ~ Pray for the 
Donor ~ June 1904
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Memorials inside and outside the Church
Graves of former Parish Priests

“Pray for the soul of the/Revd Edward Kinsella Adm Kill/who died 24th July 1911 aged 54 
years/this cross is erected to his memory/by his grateful parishioners whose highest/
appreciation he won by the eloquence and earnestness of his preaching and by the 
example which he gave/of personal piety and devoutness/to the duties of his sacred 
office/may he rest in peace/Amen”

“Guid ar anam/an atar Eamonn Campion/sagart paroiste nas cille/a deag an 
9ad mi nollag 1953/solas na bflaiteas da anam”

“Guid ar anam/an atar Seamus O Brianin DD/sagart parosite na cille/a deag 
an 15ad meiteam 1943/solas na bflaiteas da anam”

“Sacred to the memory of/Very Revd Patrick Campion P.P. Kill/who died 11th 
October1930 aged 59 years/on whose soul sweet Jesus have mercy/Erected 
by his loving sister/Annie Campion Sheridan”
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“Pray for the happy repose of the soul of/the Very Revd J Donovan PP who died 30th July 1929 / erected to the 
memory of their beloved pastor/by his sorrowful parishioners”

“Pray for the soul of Very Reverend Gerald Sinnott PP who died on 6th Feb 1957 / may he rest in peace”

“Pray for the soul of Very Rev William J Matthews PP who died 15th July 1968 aged 62 years / RIP”

“Pray for Very Reverend Thos Cunningham retired Parish Priest / died 17th September 1983 aged 89 years / PP 
Rosenallis 1947-61 / PP Stradbally 1961-69 / RIP”

Inside St Brigid’s Church

Left hand side window: “In loving memory of Mrs. Elizabeth Campion. Painstown House who died 28th Jan 1906 
RIP”

Right hand side window: “Pray for the soul of Reverend James Hayden PP of Kill and Lyons who died March 25th 
AD 1865 aged 69 years”

Plaque: “Reverend Father John Murphy  Died 
28th November 1842 aged 53 years”

Plaque: “Built by Reverend Father Daniel Nolan. 
Died 11th April 1829 aged 61 years”

Plaque: “Reverend Father William Keenan. 
Died 6th April 1840 aged 50 years”

Plaque: “Reverend Father Martin Nolan. 
Died 17th June 1849 aged 55 years”

Plaque:	“Reverend Paul Maher. 1976 - 1997”



ST BRIGID’S CHURCH, Kill26

Additional Memorials
The following additional memorials in the church are mentioned in Revd M. 

Comerford MRIA, in his “Collections relating to the Diocese of Kildare & 
Leighlin” published in the 1880s. They may have been removed when the 

church was renovated in the 1970s.

“To the memory of the Rev Daniel Nolan who, having filled the 
Pastoral office for 22 years in this Parish, and built this church, 
was translated to the union of Weels and Shankil, in the Diocese 
of Leighlin where, after a tedious illness, he departed to a better 
life. His remains were, at this own desire, deposited here, amidst 
the Prayers and Blessings of a sorrowing people, and this 
monument erected over them by a grateful and affectionate 
brother. Ob. 11 die Apr 1829 Age 61. May he rest in peace. 
Amen”

“This monument was erected by the people of Kill and Lyons in 
memory of the Rev William Keenan, their late pious, zealous, 
and ever to be lamented Parish Priest, who departed this 
life April 6th 1840, in the 50th year of his age. Req. in Pace. He 
laboured incessantly for 22 years to promote the glory of God 
and the salvation of those souls who were so fortunate as to 
be committed to his care. His exertions, by the getting up of 
public schools for the education of the children of the parish, 
were alone sufficient to render his memory immortal; at least 
the good and virtuous people of this neighbourhood will 
never cease to deplore the loss they sustained by his death”

“Beneath are deposited the remains of the Rev John Murphy, 
PP of this parish. Died Nov 20th 1842, in the 53rd year of his 
age, and the 23rd of his ministry. In the life of this enlightened 
and devoted pastor was brightly reflected every virtue of 
the priesthood but especially a holy and ardent zeal for the 
sanctification of the sinner. He truly loved the beauty of the 
house of God, revered the sanctuary and instructed the 

Stained Glass Window dedicated to  
Rev James Hayden, died 1865
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little ones with all care in the science of salvation. Long shall the blessed fruits of his ministry continue to sanctify 
his mourning flock, amongst whom his memory will live in grateful benediction. To his soul, O Lord, give eternal 
rest. Memo resto judicii mei, sic erit et tuam – mihi heri et tibi hodie”

“Here lie the remains of the Rev Martin Nolan P.P who departed this life the 17th of June 1849, in the 55th year of 
his age and 28th of his ministry, having for the last 7 years of his life zealously discharged the duties of Pastor of 
the united Parishes of Kill and Lyons. Requiescat in Pace”

The old Parochial House taken in 1999. The house stood 
where the Community Park is today.

Public auction of property following the death of Rev J. 
Donovan on 30 July 1929
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Parish Records
The earlier parish registers were, luckily, saved from being lost by the sister of Fr Donovan who, finding them 
amongst his effects after he died, sent them back to the parish.

They consist of three books, roughly covering the period 1813 to 1899, as follows:

BOOK 2   
Baptisms: 9 November 1840 - 30 June 1872
Marriages: 27 February 1843 - 8 April 1872

BOOK 3  

Baptisms: 20 June 1872 - 26 December 1899

Marriages: 16 July 1872 - 1 October 1899

There are no marriages recorded from December 1834 to January 1843 (inclusive). There are no baptisms recorded from 
April 1832 to October 1840 (inclusive). No burial records recorded prior to 1899 (probably in St John’s).

BOOK 1 
Vol 1 - Baptisms: 7 January 1813 - 28 March 1832

Vol 2 - Marriages (A-Z): 1 January 1813 - 29 March 1854
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The Parish Grotto
The Grotto was built for the 1986/1987 
Marian Year. Derek Coyle (aged 16) was the 
main instigator who started the process 
to have it built. With approval of Fr Maher 
the PP at the time he gathered a group of 
local people to build it. New granite was very 
expensive at the time so they sourced it from 
an Anglican Church in Kill on the Grange in 
Deansgrange who were doing some work 
on their Church and a fair price was agreed 
for it. The building took place by local men 
over 12 Saturdays. The grotto was blessed by 
Bishop Patrick Lennon in March 1987.

On stage in the Church Hall, a scene from Kill Musical & Dramatic Society 
pantomime “Robin Hood” in St Brigid’s Hall

Emer McCabe having a word with Bishop Larry Ryan, 
Confirmation Day, May 1998

The Grotto
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Kill Parish Pastoral Council
Fr Willie O’Byrne, with the support and guidance of Bishop Denis Nulty and Julie Kavanagh from the Faith 
Development Team in our Diocese, established this Parish Pastoral Council in 2018.  The Parish Pastoral Council 
is made up of priests and parishioners whose task it is to look at the faith life of the parish, to see where it can 
be improved, to draw up a pastoral programme and to involve the whole parish in implementing it.  

Before Covid-19 restrictions, the Parish Pastoral Council set about organising events to commemorate the bi-
centenary, beginning with a bi-centenary opening Mass with Bishop Denis, the production of a historical booklet, 
the erection of a memorial stone and also had planned an exhibition of memorabilia through the ages as well as 
a Parish Picnic. Due to restrictions events were postponed and it is hoped that celebrations will take place when 
it is safe to do so and restrictions are lifted.

(Back, from Left): Francis Monahan;  
Charlotte McDaid; Caitriona Lawlor; Frank Fergus; 
Anne-Marie Kelly; Fr Willie O’Byrne PP;  
James Cocoman; Kieran Brett 

(Front): Yvonne Brophy; Siobhan Kenny;  
Josephine Bourke; Siobhan Travers;  
Siobhan O’Carroll; Imelda Butler

(Missing from Photo): Cormac Kennedy; Rena 
Whelan and Jean Roche

Kill Parish Pastoral Council
MISSION STATEMENT

The Parish Pastoral Council’s mission, together with the priests and parishioners of Kill, Ardclough 
and Johnstown is to make the Christian faith more active, vibrant and relevant in the everyday 
lives of all our community, leading to a more caring and inclusive parish.
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Stained Glass Window of St Brigid, dedicated to Mrs Elizabeth 
Campion, Painstown House. RIP 1906
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